Implications of the human genome initiative for the primary care physician.
... Despite the need for physicians to be knowledgeable about and open to advances in genetic technology, little is known about the level of preparedness of primary care physicians to offer new genetic tests. Evidence suggests that several barriers exist to physicians adopting genetic tests. These include lack of knowledge, inability to interpret probabilistic information, low tolerance for uncertainty, negative attitudes about their responsibility for genetic counseling and testing, lack of confidence in their clinical skills, and unfamiliarity with ethical issues raised by testing. This paper will explore some of these barriers in further depth, discuss the ethical impact of physician unpreparedness on both patient care and the diffusion of genetic tests, and describe a study that is currently underway to investigate some of these issues.